MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
speak of a negotiator, Salomon, who was a Jew* But many of the
Jews—doubtless the majority—were engaged in banking, and of
these a large number seem to have been very wealthy.
Besides the Syrians and the Jews, there were doubtless Africans
among the transmarini negotiators mentioned by Cassiodorus and
the law of the Visigoths. Carthage was a great city, an etape for
vessels sailing to the East, and the camels utilized as beasts of
burden in Gaul1 probably came from Carthage.
While navigation was especially active in the Mediterranean,
Bordeaux and Nantes were likewise busy ports, whose vessels
crossed the Atlantic to the British Isles—from which they brought
Saxon slaves—and to Galicia.2 The navigation of Belgium, so
active under the Romans,3 must have suffered greatly when England
was invaded by the Anglo-Saxons. But it still survived. Tiel,
Duurstede and Qucntovic were still centres of maritime traffic,
which may have been fed by the Flemish cloth trade.4 But here,
apparently the trade was in local hands.5 Gaul had several ports
on the Mediterranean. In addition to Marseilles, there were Fos,6
Narbonne, Agde, and Nice.
The Roman organization appears to have been retained. Along
the quays—catciplus7—a sort of market or exchange seems to have
been held. At Fos, for example, there was a magazine of the fisc
on the quays. We know that in Italy, during the reign of Thcodoric,
there were all sorts of officials who were occupied in the regulation
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5	The rare pieces of Anglo-Saxon gold struck in the South bear witness
to a certain commercial activity.
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